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KCDC COMMUNITY HYDRO GRANTS

KCDC MEMBERS' HYDRO OPEN DAY

It is now just over three years since the hydro scheme was commissioned and began to generate electricity.
Generation has now comfortably surpassed 100,000 kWh, and the associated payment of FITs, as well as
quarterly payments from Kingussie Golf Club, have led to the build-up of a healthy fund of over £12000 with
which to support local organisations. Following the first award to the gymnastic club a year ago further
awards have been made to:







Kingussie Camanachd Club to assist with upgrades at the Dell, and in particular the erection of a
dug-out on the away side
The Wade Centre for the purchase of arts and craft equipment for older adults in the care system
Roots and Shoots for assistance with the successful lantern procession held in February
St Vincent’s Therapy Garden to assist with their programme at the allotments encouraging people
with a range of disabilities in an outdoor environment
Badenoch Chorale to assist with background film for a Heritage Festival performance
The Gynack bridge at the golf club.

The fund is open to applications both for small projects (up to £500) and for major projects (up to £2500).
Details for applications are to be found on the KCDC website , www.kcdc.org.uk, or directly to any of the
directors from whom application forms can be obtained.

GYNACK BRIDGE AT GOLF CLUB
An application to the Hydro Fund from the Footpaths Group to assist with the reinstatement of
the bridge over the Gynack at the Golf Clubhouse was also successful and means that almost
all the funding for this work is now in place. Over the past year, the bridge project has also been
awarded over £6000 from the Peoples’
Postcode Trust and is currently one of the
recipients of funding through Tesco’s Bags for
Help scheme, so please ensure that if you
shop there you vote for the project in store at
Aviemore over March and April.

The site of the bridge on the morning
of 11th August 2014

The replacement almost complete.
February 2018

KCDC COMMUNITY HYDRO
Last year the performance of the hydro was a bit
more variable than in previous years. This graph
shows the monthly output in kilowatt-hours.
There were long periods of shutdown during the
dry weather in late spring and recently at the end
of February 2018 the turbine ceased generation
because the inlet screen was completely frozen

The total generated in the year to 15th February, the
third year of generation, was 42784 kWh, slightly
down on the previous wetter years. The income was
£11,400 in FIT and export payments and £1983 from
Kingussie Golf Club.
The story of the hydro from its beginnings in 2004 to
the present day is being put together in a booklet to be
published by KCDC around the end of April 2018.

PATHS AND COMMUNITY LAND
The Community Woods, along the River Gynack between the Cross Bridge and the Golf Course, continues to
be enjoyed by locals and visitors. Work is on going to promote the diversity of the woods, maintaining the paths
and the lighting has been improved by the pruning of overhanging branches. The setting of the woods beside
the river makes it home to a wide variety of plant, animal and bird life.
In February some 150 local children, their families and friends celebrated the Celtic festival of Imbolc, marking
the return of longer days. Carrying the lanterns they had made they followed a giant sun lantern around
Kingussie's Community Woods which was a spectacular sight.
Litter picking is a regular task and your on going assistance in taking litter home including filled dog poo bags is
greatly appreciated. We also need your continued support in not dumping garden waste in the woods as not
only does this detract from the beauty of the woodland but can also introduce garden plants into the wild setting.
There are plans to plant some young native trees in the year ahead which will add to the woodland experience.

CYCLE FRIENDLY KINGUSSIE
CFK will be organising this year’s Bikeathon without the
cooperation of a big charity this year. The event will be held
on June 24th, from 1030 at the Duke of Gordon. Entry is £15
for adults and £5 for children with monies going towards
Kingussie High School Parents Association. So please save
the date and help to make the new Bikeathon as big a
success as has been the case over the past twenty years.
Weekly ride-outs on Tuesdays have been
continuing despite the winter weather, with the
usual choice of road or mountain-bike route, and
the enticement of a welcome coffee and cake at
some stage.
The group looks forward to
increased participation when spring arrives, so get
in touch with Bob Kinnaird or Mark Tate, although
information is available via regular Facebook
updates.

NEW DIRECTORS AND/OR VOLUNTEERS
KCDC are keen to have new directors and fresh volunteers. If you are interested, please speak to
any of the Directors or tick the box on the membership form.

SUBS AND DONATIONS
Following the AGM at the end of last year, when KCDC subs were once again held at £2 per member, we
are looking for members to renew their membership via the form at the end of the newsletter, but also
inviting further donations towards the bridge and paths network. Thank you to those who answered the call
last year, raising over £1000 including gift aid, so if you would like to assist with the completion of these
projects, then please complete the form, and Gift Aid section if appropriate.
Forms and monies can be forwarded a) to any director, b) to Treasurer KCDC, Forestville, West Terrace, or
c) handed in to Peter Munro & Co, 15 -17 High Street, Kingussie, the company’s official address.

2018

Please indicate if you are able to volunteer for any working parties
Donations to KCDC are always welcomed and this year all donations will go towards
the Gynack Bridge Reinstatement Project and Kingussie Paths Network

